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An update from Magdalen Hill Down, Yew Hill and  

Bentley Station Meadow September 2021 

 

Hello!   Here’s a recap on summer events, what’s been happening on the Reserves, and dates for 

practical volunteer tasks – things to look forward to even though the days are drawing in….   

 

Summer on the Reserves 
Butterfly Walks 
These walks were a real high light of the year.  People who know the sites from years gone by 
came, volunteers and new people turned up, many contributing their excellent identification skills.   
A big thank you to Rupert Broadway for leading walks at Yew Hill, and Dave and Anna Stuart and 
Richard Lemon at Magdalen. Yew Hill recorded its best numbers of Small Blue, Dingy Skipper and 
Dark Green Fritillaries.  Magdalen stood out for Green Hairstreak, Small Blue, clouds of Chalk Hill 
Blue and Adonis, which we managed to see between rainstorms.   
 

Butterfly Trail 
It was only intended for two weeks of the Big Butterfly Count but proved so popular with families 
it was left up for the whole summer holidays.   
 

Volunteers Back in Action! 
Lock down ended and volunteers emerged to help as ragwort suddenly grew in an explosion.  We 
cleared the old Allotments, and areas intended for hay cutting.  Thank you to those who turned up 
at such short notice for everyone’s favourite task of ragwort pulling.  It definitely took a lot of 
teamwork!  
Anna very kindly took charge of the Chalk Triangle scrape area, clearing sack loads of the ever-
spreading clematis and monitoring for the essential horseshoe vetch.   
 

Grazing 
The team of Livestock Lookers for Yew Hill were ready for action when the sheep finally arrived at 
Yew Hill in August. People came together straightaway to maintain a rota to check on the sheep 
each day.  Unfortunately, the Wildlife Trust were over-stretched this year and weren’t able to 
provide enough sheep to graze both sites.  So we are still waiting for sheep at Magdalen.  Fingers 
crossed they will arrive in the next few weeks…. 
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Magdalen and Yew Hill have been packed 
with wildflowers and had a good show of 
butterflies this season, despite a slow 
start   
 
This summer saw an incredible amount of 
growth  
 
Both sites need more grazing and more 
animals are on their way   
 
There is an urgent need to clear scrub  
vegetation from the Reserves - we need 
your help 
 
Support BSM and contribute to the new 
management plan 
 
 
 

Bentley Station Meadow – an update from Steve Luckett 
I hope everyone has had an enjoyable butterfly summer. As it draws to a close we begin to think of 
management of the meadow over the Autumn and Winter .  
Some contractors will be cutting back some of the bramble, bracken and scrub in the next few 
weeks prior to the cattle returning who will hopefully get to work on the fresh growth over the 
winter months.  
 
I would like to follow this with a regular monthly work party when we will use hand tools to tackle 
the scrubbier bits and burn up what has been left by tree works over the summer. I’d like to offer a 
mixture of weekday and weekend dates to give everyone a fair chance of having a go, or to put 
another way no excuse not to join in. Dates are in the box below. 
 
A new management plan needs to be written to outline the vision for the reserve for the next ten 
years. We need to consider the role the meadow will play for the butterflies we have, those we 
would like to attract, other groups of plants/birds/insect/mammal etc. What do we want to provide 
for our members, volunteers, local community, wider community and so on? 
All input is welcomed. 
 
The date and time for the management meeting is Tuesday 21st Sept at 13.30-15.00. Anyone 
wishing to have their say are welcome to come along or comment to me before-  
posteve@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Steve Luckett 
 
 

Dates for Volunteer Task Days 
Bring a packed lunch and refreshments 

 
Magdalen Meadow Mondays 
Every Monday starting: 
18th October  10am until 3pm 
      until  Meet up the track from the  
6th December  stone masons, Alresford Rd 
 

Wednesday Workers Yew Hill  
20th October  10am until 3pm 
3rd November  Meet at Miller’s Lane,  
17th November Oliver’s Battery 
1st December 
 
*More dates to follow in the next bulletin* 
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    Placement students Alice and Zoe 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you for your support and I hope to see you soon!   Fiona 
 
 

Many thanks from Butterfly Conservation and the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Branch  

 email fscully@butterfly-conservation.org  

 phone 07918073651 

 

If you do not wish to be included on the Volunteer Bulletin, please let me know and I will 

remove you from the list.   

 

Bentley Station Meadow  
Tuesday 28th September   Meet at the Gravel Hill Rd cp 

Saturday 23rd October       at 10 or reserve entrance 
Tuesday 30th November   (station end) at 10.15 
Saturday 18th December   Finish no later than 3 
 
We will see where we are then and make a plan for 

some more dates in 2022. If no dates are suitable for 

you I plan to look in most Tuesday mornings and you 

would be free to join me for an hour or two of course, 

just give me a call to check – Steve L. 

 

 


